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Give the In and Out Club a
chance
The concern over the potential closure of
the NCC is something I understand.
Having been a ‘lone woman traveller’ on
the majority of occasions when in the UK
and abroad, I know the additional stresses
and complications this brings and the
factors any sensible woman sadly has to
consider. When you are on your own, you
have to shut down your laptop and pack it
away for every trip to the ladies, even
assuming that it is prudent to take such
obvious tech with you – and given how
expensive London is, leaving iPad, tablet,
etc behind in a cheap hotel room is not
always advisable, even if you aren't
already alert to the fact that as a lone
woman struggling off a train with a laptop
or even iPad you may as well have ‘MUG
ME’ tattooed on your forehead. 

The lone woman traveller is a wary, hyper-
alert creature that not even David
Attenborough could sneak up on. So the
NCC is invaluable – a secure haven where
we can relax, unwind, and nip to the
ladies – or for another restorative pot of
tea, happily leaving our iPad/laptop and
papers in the knowledge they'll be safe
until we get back.

But I also see the issues – we live in a
country where the taxpayer is bilked out of
ever increasing amounts of cash by
foreign-owned utility companies (British
Gas is German, Heathrow airport is
Spanish) or transport firms that are used
for any other purpose than that of funding
reliable, inexpensive transport or
gas/electricity/water or to prop up trendy,
'green' initiatives. All London clubs have
had to do some belt tightening, especially
thanks to the relentless inverted snobbery
and class war bigotry spat against them
for several decades. Costs will always
continue to rise, not fall, under the current

From the Editor:
Hello everyone!
Welcome to the April issue
of The Woman Writer. Yes, it
is a little later than planned,
but for good reason. As you will see from
Chair types... this month, written by 
Caretaker Chair, Val Dunmore (see page
5), and Society news from Jennie Lisney
(see page 6), we have experienced some
major changes within Council. While this
has all been a sad and difficult time,
Council has emerged like an opening
Spring flower; full of fresh life and 
enthusiasm to take the SWWJ forward into
the future. We have some sad news too,
on page 7, with two obituaries of much
respected and loved ladies, but the rest
of this issue is packed full of really 
positive news from members and about
forthcoming events.

It has been necessary to reschedule the
AGM, which is now taking place in July
(see pages 12 & 13). Also, we have
rescheduled the remainder of the WW 
issues, so please take a look at the Diary
on page 31 to check the new copy dates.  

This year will be very much a celebration
of the Society’s 120th birthday, something
that all members should feel very proud
of. It is also a time to look very closely at
the future. While I believe that the printed
word, whether it is a book, a magazine or
a newspaper, still has plenty of life left, we
must face the realities of the new digital
world and fully embrace new technology.

Every member has a role to play in the
growth of the SWWJ. We need your input,
your ideas and support so that we can
take the Society forward. If each member
recruited just one new member this year,
think how much stronger we could be.

Best regards

Continued on page 4
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July 2014 ISSUE
The deadline for the next issue of

The Woman Writer is 
5th June 2014.  

If possible, please email your
contribution to the Editor:

editor@swwj.co.uk 
using Microsoft Word or pasting 

the text into an email. 
Please do not sent copy as .wps files

or ‘read only’ pdf files.
Images should be high resolution     

(300 dpi) and a good size. (In other
words, make sure your camera is on the
highest setting before taking any photo-
graphs – if you are unsure, check your

camera’s instructions.)

Have your say. There are lots of items in this
issue that you could comment on.  Send
your views to the Editor (see page 2 for 
details).

Send us your comments

system – it is why our local town library
has a cafe in it, and why our leisure centre
has the council housing paypoint in the
cafe, and why the local church is also the
bingo hall and WI and scout group venue:
increased usage means decreased costs
as these are spread around several
payers – it’s why Waterstone's bookshops
have Costa or Starbucks cafes in them. 

So, since we have eight months' grace,
why not actively join forces with the Naval
and Military Club (which appears to be in a
more advantageous location in central
London anyway) and go forward together
using the In and Out Club – with
membership drawn from two baskets, and
both the N&MC and NCC using the venue,
it is much less likely to hit financial trouble.  

Catherine Stewart

Thanks for the support
I would like to say thank you to Jean
Morris and Pamela Birley for their kind
support at the recent launch of my new
book, The Secret Ministry of Ag. and Fish.

It was very heartwarming when my taxi
drew up outside the venue to see Pamela
walking resolutely in and also Jean, who
came all the way up from Brighton. My
sincere thanks to you both.

Noreen Riols

Continued from page 3

IMPORTANT NOTICES
Book reviews:
Colleen McMath will now be accepting
your books for review in The Woman
Writer. Please send them to Colleen at: 

54 Rokeby Gardens 
Woodford Green 
Essex IG8 9HR
Tel: 020 8504 2506

New Press Card photographs
When sending a jpeg of your photograph
for the Press Cards due out in May, would
you kindly label it with your ‘name and
membership’ number rather than the
cryptic clue such as ‘image...’ etc. Please
be mindful that it takes time to re-label
every image for easy identification. Your
co-operation would be much appreciated.

Thank you.

Jennie Lisney



time and expertise
that these members
have brought to the
Council.

I have been asked
to take over the
Chairmanship,as
Caretaker, for the
time being. I am
pleased to
announce that Barbara
Field-Holmes, our Woman Writer Editor,
has agreed to take on the role of Vice
Chair.  The remaining Council members
and Vice Presidents have very helpfully
taken on the other jobs.

Despite the above, we are making
progress with the 120th anniversary
celebration of the Society.  We are
arranging a church service and luncheon
on 14th October (see page 17).  Although
we are celebrating the past, we are also
focussing on the future and adopting all
the new technologies now available to us
as professional writers.  The Society’s
future looks bright and is a topic for
discussion at our forthcoming AGM.
Please note the earlier date of 17th July
(see page 12).

Valerie Dunmore,

Caretaker Chair/Vice President

From the Chair
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Chair types... 
by Val Dunmore 

It is with regret that I have to inform you
that our hardworking Chair, Zoe King, has
had to resign from the Chair and from
Council owing to ill health.  It is sad
because she has put in so many hours
working for the success of the Society –
introducing new ideas, running events and
creating and maintaining our website with
its associated loops to link us all together.
To say she will be missed is an
understatement.

We are also losing our equally hard-
working Membership Secretary, Wendy
Hughes, from Council also for health
reasons.  Despite much pain and
hardship, Wendy has always soldiered on,
looking after our members and dealing
with new applicants.  Starting from scratch
and with scant records, she has created a
first class databank and moved us to the
modern type of membership card.  Wendy
also ran highly successful days for
Journalists which she hopes to continue
when her health improves.

Also standing down is our Minutes
Secretary, Pat Alderman.  Pat’s attention to
detail has been invaluable handling a
difficult job, with many Council members
participating and very long agendas.  Pat,
with her eagle eye, was also responsible
for proof reading The Woman Writer.
Fortunately she has agreed to continue
with this service.

The future of our Society has featured
large with your Council this year to the
extent that a special meeting was called to
discuss this.  Sadly, there was a
considerable split that could not be
bridged;  this resulted in some members
standing down.  These are our former Vice
Chair, Susan Elkin, Hon. Secretary,
Margaret Graham, Competitions Co-
ordinator,  Margaret Mounsdon and Pat
Alderman.  The Society is grateful for the

NOTE TO MEMBERS:  
The next meeting of Council will be on 

15th May 2014.
If there are any issues you would like 
to raise for discussion, please contact 

any Council member. 
Details in The Woman Writer or on our

website at:  www.swwj.co.uk
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SWWJ Council members 
retire through ill health
by Jennie Lisney
It was with a great deal of sadness that
Council members learnt that two members
of the SWWJ’s Council were stepping
down because of ill health. They are Chair
Zoe King and Membership Secretary
Wendy Hughes. Both have done sterling
work on behalf of SWWJ members and the
Council will miss them both.

Zoe King has been
our Web Manager for
many years and
combined her role
with that of Chair
since 2011.  Sadly she
was unable to
complete her three
years of Chairmanship
through ill health, finally tendering her
resignation in March this year.

We as Council were devastated to learn she
had been soldiering on with her sight failing
as well as suffering post viral fatigue after
her illness at Christmas. Zoe also suffers
from RSI (Repetitive Strain Injury), which has
meant spending long hours at her computer
was becoming increasingly difficult.

Zoe has been an excellent Chair and was
very supportive to previous Chairs, having
joined the SWWJ Council under Jean
Hawkes’ Chairmanship some thirteen
years ago. In particular she worked hard
setting up and speaking at the Weekend
Conference in Cambridge three years ago.
She also tried to enthuse members to
come to this year’s planned conference,
but that was not to take place despite
every effort she and the Council made.

She has also set the wheels in motion for
the 120th Celebration event in October (for
details see page 17).

We will miss you on Council, Zoe, but
hope you will continue to attend our

functions in the future.  On behalf of the
Council and members, I would like to say
a very sincere thank you, Zoe, for all that
you have done.

Wendy Hughes has
enrolled hundreds of
new members during
her stint as
Membership
Secretary, which
covered many years
and several Chairs,
attending not only
Council meetings but the majority
of events held by the SWWJ.  Always a true
professional writer, she has written many
books, especially about the area she has
lived in. She also runs courses for writers at
Worthing Library and has spoken from
experience at weekend conferences etc. 

A popular speaker at local writers circles,
she has the reputation of not letting anyone
down despite the poor health (including
failing eyesight and severe pain in parts of
her body) she has endured and which has
finally led her to step down as Membership
Secretary.  Like Zoe, Wendy will be sorely
missed. As an example, it was Wendy who
took us on the path to issuing press cards
as part of our membership. The journey up
to London  for meetings finally took  its toll
on her and she accepted that she could not
carry on in March this year.

We sincerely hope we haven’t seen the
last of you, Wendy, but now it’s time to
take a well earned rest.   We would also
like to thank Wendy’s husband Con for all
he has done to help Wendy and indirectly
the SWWJ, in just being there for us all.
But we have our memories, especially of
them both joining in the fun of the SWWJ
holidays in France organised by Joyce
Elsden.

Get well soon, Wendy,  and enjoy your
retirement, you’ve earned it!



Society news

The Woman Writer April 2014 7

Obituary: Jackie Cooper
by Daniela Norris, Geneva

Those who knew Jackie Cooper – a long-
time member of SWWJ, and also the
Geneva Writers Group, Swanwick Writers’
Summer School and PEN International -
would not have been surprised when she
asked, before her recent death on
February 5th, that those attending her
funeral would not wear dark colours and
instead of flowers they should consider
donating to a charity.

Jackie had been unwell for many months,
and I was sorry not to be able to catch up
with her during those months of illness,
but there is one advantage to that I
suppose – I will remember her as all those
who knew her will: with an eternal spark in
her eyes. She is the one who recruited me
– and many others – to join the SWWJ,
and I will always be grateful to her for this,
and for her friendship and the inspiration
she provided.

Jacqueline Cooper was born in

MEMBER INDEX

The Member Pages section of our 
website attracts hundreds of hits every

month. Shouldn’t you be part of it?

Your page would include a photo, a 
brief resume of your writing life, and 

either details of up to four of your 
books (with direct links to Amazon for 
those wishing to buy) or links to online 

content, including your own website 
where applicable.

Cost is £35 for a books page, £15 for 
a links page. Contact the Editor 

(editor@swwj.co.uk) for more details, 
or to sign up!

www.swwjmembers.info

Above: Jackie Cooper (third right) pictured with
other SWWJ members in 2009.

Alexandria as Jacqueline Klat, and her first
book, Cocktails and Camels, was
published in 1960; it has been republished
by the Bibliotheca Alexandria in 2008 to
preserve the nostalgia and memory of the
old cosmopolitan city – a fact that gave her
great satisfaction. She has written four
other books for adults, and five children’s
books – which she also illustrated.

During the service on February 11th I sat
with many of her friends and family inside
the Greek Orthodox Church in Pregny,
near Geneva. While listening to the
orthodox priest’s melodic voice, another
voice rang in my ears – Jackie’s voice,
always with something witty to say,
something that would make you laugh. 

Obituary: 
Joyce Irwin
by Pamela Payne

It was a summer’s day
in 1976 and I was in a
Petersfield boutique
waiting for the
assistant to find a
particular dress in my size in their
sister store. I struck up a conversation with

Continued on p8
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FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
@SWWJ

a friendly and attractive blonde lady and
before long we established the fact that we
were both journalists. That lady was Joyce
Irwin, who sadly died peacefully on
Monday 10th February.

Before we parted company Joyce told me
all about the SWWJ and had invited me to
the next meeting in Stationers’ Hall,
London. She subsequently proposed me
for membership, seconded by her TV
journalist friend, Beryl Joplin. She also
introduced me to the Petersfield Ladies
Luncheon Club and for the next nine years
I was on the Council/Committee of both
organisations.

Joyce’s career had been very similar to
mine: we both worked part time for local
newspapers, contributed features to
magazines and wrote a couple of non-
fiction books. Her best was undoubtedly
her amusing memoir: Whatever Happened
to Sunday Best? – excerpts of which were
charmingly read at her funeral by three
young members of her family. Like me,
Joyce battled on with her writing career
despite having to move house several
times during her 68 years of happy
marriage to John.

Sadly, I saw very little of them during the
past 18 months but when I received
notification that both she and John were
now resident in the nursing home a short
walk from our house, my mother and I
decided to walk down to see them on
Boxing Day. I am so glad I saw Joyce
shortly before she died, we had a very
happy hour together. She will be greatly
missed by her family and friends.

Continued from p7
VACANCIES ON COUNCIL
Several vacancies have arisen on the
SWWJ Council and nominations are
invited. It is important that these key
roles are filled. 

If any member would like to put
themselves forward, or would like to
know more about the duties involved,
please contact the Editor/Vice Chai:

Barbara Field-Holmes
SWWJ, Room 2, Aileen McHugo

Building, Westmore Green, Tatsfield, 
Kent TN16 2AG  

Tel: 01959 575031 or 
Mob: 07814 738894

Email: editor@swwj.co.uk

The positions vacant are:

CHAIR

HON. SECRETARY

MINUTES SECRETARY

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

SWWJ new members
The Society of Women Writers & 
Journalists is delighted to welcome the
following new members.

FULL MEMBERSHIP

Eileen Stockwell, Stockwell, Hampshire.
Membership number: 666  

Susan Johnson, Pershore, Worcestershire.
Membership number: 665

Margaret Mather, Nuneaton, Warwickshire.
Membership number: 667

Amanda Hodgkinson, France.
Membership number: 668

Andrea Seren Evans-Charrington,
Lampeter Cardigan.
Membership number: 669

PROBATIONARY MEMBER
Wendy Metcalfe, Hampshire.
Membership number: 670
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Continued on p10

Successes
Catherine King has a short story called
Clarion Call in the collection Truly Madly
Deeply, just published by Harlequin Mills
and Boon at £7.99 for 24 new stories.
Smaller Kindle only collections are
available from 1st April and Catherine is
lead author in Part 9 at £1.59 for four
stories. Clarion Call was inspired by the
early 20th century bicycling clubs that
were set up in northern industrial towns for
working folk to enjoy the countryside – the
Yorkshire Dales. All editions are available
from Amazon.

Patrick Forsyth has had a second Teach
Yourself book published by Hodder.
Outstanding Confidence in a Week is
aimed at those working in organisations,
as many part-time writers do, and reviews
how to create the confidence necessary to
tackle new tasks, be effective and thus
enhance career rewards and success. The
book, published price £6.99, is available
now from Amazon and all good
booksellers.

Doris Stump has had a poem accepted
for Roundyhouse poetry magazine, Dylan
Thomas issue, and been invited to give a
reading of her work at U3A Huddersfield
group.

Emma Timpany is pleased to announce
that Cultured Llama Press will publish her

short story collection The Lost of Syros,
and that Red Squirrel Press will publish a
pamphlet of her short stories.

Marion Field is delighted that her 16th
book, Woking through Time, has been
published by Amberley Publishers. It is yet
another book about her home town but
with a difference; each page consists of an
‘old’ photo of Woking and a ‘new’ one,
with captions in between. Finding 90
photographs of earlier times and
identifying their present sites was quite a
challenge as Woking has changed so
much and continues to do so.

Send us your news
Have you done anything interesting
lately, had something accepted for
publication, a book published or 
organised a book signing? 
Write to The Woman Writer and share
your experiences and successes. 
See page 2 for the Editor’s details.

Looking for a publisher?

Are you looking for a PUBLISHER for your
novel, book of short stories, 

volume of poetry?

Look no further! You are there!

SCRIPTORA, the self-publishing facility for
SWWJ Full Members, can meet all your needs.

We offer a package which includes professional
Proofreading, Edi ng, Publicity, and Online 
advice. All our services cost £10 per hour, a

special half-price rate for Society members. We
also put you in touch with a good printer,

whose prices are very compe ve, provide
your ISBN and review your book in 

The Woman Writer.

So... if you would like us to help you get your
book published, please email Mary Rensten at
scriptora.publ@b nternet.com for details and

to arrange a preliminary chat. (Or you can write
to Mary at 16 Myles Court, Goffs Oak,

Cheshunt, Herts EN7 5PP, enclosing an SAE.)
Meanwhile... visit the SCRIPTORA page 

(scriptora.co.uk) on our website
www.swwj.co.uk for more informa on and

condi ons of acceptance.
We look forward to hearing from you.
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Margaret Mounsdon has sold the Large
Print rights for her book The Power of Love
to Ulverscroft.

Daphe Schiller won second prize in The
Sherborne Literary Society’s Poetry
Competition and First Prize in the Writers
News Free Verse Competition.

Doris Corti has won first prize in the
National Association of Writers’ Groups
Open Poetry Competition with her poem A
Skylark’s Son. Doris won £250.

Judy Smith’s book Don’t Call Me Lady –
The Journey of Lady Alice Seeley Harris
(Abbott Press) is now available from
Amazon and the Barnes & Noble website.

Dee Gordon has launched her 15th book,
The Secret History of Southend, for The
History Press. This is her second book
about Southend in 12 months for the same
publisher, although they are very
different – Not a Guide had very defined
criteria and is trivia-based, while Secrets
meant that a lot of delving was required to
winkle them out! Dee also had an article
published in Evergreen, a nostalgic local
history publication, and is really busy with
local talks, raising money for Southend
Mencap.

For more information on Dee, see
www.deegordon-writer.com Dee would
also like to remind writers to make sure
they register their books with PLR to
ensure they get paid for all books
borrowed from libraries: while only a few
pence per borrow, this really mounts up
once you start being published on a
regular basis. 

Josephine Chia’s revised novel, My

Mother-In-Law’s Son, was  launched at the
Arts House in Singapore at the end of
2013. First published in 1994 by
Landmark Books nearly 20 years ago, this
new book is a major rewrite so is a new
edition. 
‘The Arts House is a beautiful colonial
building and used to be the former
Courthouse during the British era,’ says
Phine. ‘I had a very good quality audience,
a couple of professors from the local
universities, wives of diplomats from
Switzerland, Belgium and Turkey, authors
and my readers. They asked very probing
and intelligent questions about the period
the book is set in.’

Pamela Birley’s latest novel, written under
her writing name Bradley Bernarde, is
now out as an e-book for downloading
from Amazon. Called Pas de Deux for a
Cop, the book is written in the first person
as a New York policeman who becomes
involved with a Prima Ballerina from
Covent Garden - quite a mixture!

Eileen Thornton’s latest novel, Only
Twelve Days, is now available. A heart-
warming romance, the story is set in 1979,
a time before computers and mobile
phones had taken over the business
world.

Continued from p9
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Another steep learning curve
by Jenna Hines

I was busy all year (2013) setting up my
own publishing company called Writzend
Publishing, which for me has been another
steep learning curve. I knew very little
about publishing before I embarked on the
new challenge; however, with tenacity and
sleepless nights, I managed to achieve my
goal. The main reason to launch this
company was to enable me to be
completely autonomous.

Since establishing the publishing
company, I have uploaded my latest adult
novel, The Quest of Miss Postlethwaite, to
Kindle. Also, my two illustrated children’s
books entitled Kids, Creatures and Curios
(poetry and prose for children under 7
years), and Blood, Capers, Fate and
Phantom, four awesome tales of pranks,
misfortunes, vampires and ghosts suitable
for children aged between 8 and 12 years.
Both are available on Kindle.

All three books are available in print early
2014. 

A celebration of brave men
by Rosemary Lim

I am researching the 124 names listed on
the Singapore cenotaph for a book and e-
book as part of the First World War

centenary commemoration. It’s a
challenging project as the men
commemorated lived and worked in the
Straits Settlements of Singapore, Penang
and Malacca over 100 years ago. Most
came back to the UK, but a few were from
France, Australia and Canada. Two were
born in Japan and one was born in
Indochina (now Vietnam).

Finding the records takes a lot of detective
work, especially the non-British. Luckily I
received a grant of around £7,000 from the
National Heritage Board of Singapore,
which pays for a research and admin
assistant. A large chunk of the grant will
also go to the National Archives at Kew for
the copying of officer records. I’ve set up a
website – www.forgotten-names-
recalled.org – which gives more
information.

Members are invited to ‘socialise’ on
the Society  FACEBOOK page. The
page can be used to let everyone
share in your success, pass on snip-
pets of interesting and useful informa-
tion to others, mention a forthcoming
event, write a short review or simply air
your writing views.You may include a
jpg photo or book cover, but please
keep your items to no more than 250
words.
Check out swwj.facebook and ask
everyone to ‘like’ the page. Send your
items to doreen.friend@swwj.co.uk

Follow the
SWWJ on

FACEBOOK
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SWWJ
Annual General Meeting
Thursday 17th July 2014

To be held in The David Lloyd George Room
The National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, London SW1A 2HE

(Nearest tube: Embankment)
Arrive: 12.20pm for AGM @ 12.45pm

(Light refreshments of sandwiches/biscuits/tea/coffee served at 2pm)
Following business and refreshments members will be entertained by a performance

of Carolyn Pertwee’s short play ‘Life Changes’ and
Gwyneth Box will be reading her winning poem ‘Faith’ from 

the Scholarship Competition.

APPLICATION FORM FOR
SWWJ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 17th July 2014

Name: ..................................................................... Membership No: ...............

Address:...............................................................................................................

..................................................................  Postcode: .......................................

No. of tickets @ £10: ................................

If bringing a guest please add her/his name: .....................................................

Any special dietary requirements: ......................................................................

BOOKINGS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 1st JULY: There can be no refunds
after this date. Please send completed form, together with cheque made
payable to SWWJ to: Benita Cullingford, 5 Cunningham Avenue, St Albans,
AL1 1JJ.
NO TICKETS WILL BE ISSUED FOR THE AGM. 
(If you would like to photocopy this form instead of cutting out of your issue of
The Woman Writer, please do so.)
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SWWJ 120th Celebrations 

SWWJ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   
Thursday 17th July 2014 at 12.20 pm

A G E N D A

1.    Welcome to Members

2.    Apologies for Absence

3.    Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 18th September 2013

4.    Matters arising

5.    Chair's Report

6.    Treasurer's Report

7.    Appointment of Auditors

8.     Election of Council Officers  2014/2015

Officers offering themselves for election:

Honorary Secretary VACANT

Honorary Treasurer     Benita Cullingford

9.    Election of Council Members 2011/2012

Retiring: Zoe King Chair

Susan Elkin  Vice Chair

Wendy Hughes Membership Secretary

Patricia Alderman  Minutes Secretary

Margaret Graham  Hon. Secretary

Margaret Mounsdon  Competitions Secretary

Agreeing to stand for election for a period of one year:

Pamela Birley Events

Gwyneth Box Poetry

Barbara Field-Holmes   Vice Chair/Editor of WW

Doreen Friend Press/PR

Sylvia Kent Archives

Colleen McMath Book Reviews

Jean Morris Markets/Regions/Overseas

10.   Item for Discussion:  THE FUTURE OF THE SOCIETY

11.   Any Other Business

By order of the Council 
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Reading
aloud
by Gwyneth
Box, Poetry 
Co-ordinator 

There is often much more to a poem
than the meaning of the words on the
page, and many sound, pausing and
metrical effects work best when heard or
spoken, so as a reader, it's a good idea
to read poetry aloud. But speaking the
words can help during the writing
process, too.

When drafting, reading aloud can help
iron out awkward phrasing or problems
with metre, and can help you decide just
where those line breaks should go. It can
be particularly useful to hear someone
else read your draft and see how they
interpret the phrasing and pauses, or to
read it aloud to someone who will identify
where your reading diverges from what

they have on the page in front of them.
Sometimes you'll find you've added back
articles that you had rigorously stripped
out, changed word order, or skipped over
an adjective that wasn't working hard
enough: a careful listener will point this
out and help you realise what is best for
the poem.

Any accidental stumbling points should
be identified and removed at this stage,
so that later, when the reader comes
across a metrical jump or a sound
combination that trips their tongue or
glides particularly smoothly, they can be
confident that the effect was deliberate.
This way, sense can be reinforced or
attention drawn, even if only subliminally,
to something particular happening at that
part of the poem.

Short vowels and clipped consonant
sounds such as /k/ and /t/ can create
staccato effects that won't help the
reader visualise an eagle soaring
overhead, but that may be perfect for a
woodpecker or a small and nervous
rodent, for example. 

Effects such as these add a layer of
information that is only really accessed
through reading aloud, both by the poet
while drafting and, later, by the reader.

Poet’s corner
Please send us your poems
for Poet’s Corner. In the past
these have been selected by
our Editor but will now be
chosen by Gwyneth Box.
Please send to
hello@gwynethbox.com

Don t forget!

The editorial deadline for

the July 2014 issue is 

5th June 2014.

Late copy may be carried

over to the next issue.
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ONE BROKEN ITEM TO DECLARE AT EVERY CUSTOMS DESK

"My darling wife, have gone to look for you...
Wait here if you return before I do."

My passport hides your yellowed note,
Old talisman I always tote.

Orly and Sheremetyevo.

Alone on flights you did not live to make
I'll often run to overtake

Tall strangers, who are never you.
How foolish are such hopes when passing through

Orly and Sheremetyevo.

Delayed in Quito I descry a lean, male face
Across its noisy lounge...and then a fellow-flyer's grumbling 

commonplace

Diverts me from my fantasising state
And briefly eases sorrow's weight.

Orly and Sheremetyevo.

Airborne above Andean peaks our LanAir film is old
In which a young and lithe Greg Peck is told

He's loved.   Your doppelganger he,
So I remain his devotee.

Orly and Sheremetyevo.

And when I watch an older Peck, in newer show,
I dream you would have silvered so...

Then must deplane, declare one broken heart
At Douane* or Tamozhnyo**....
Orly and Sheremetyevo.

Tessa Nelson-Humphries
* French Customs desk. ** Russian Customs desk.   Orly and Sheremetyevo are main airports in
both countries.
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Workshop report
by Martin Cort

Our first  workshop meeting of
the year took place on
Saturday 8th March at the Helios Centre.
The event was well attended and we
welcomed our guest actors and our
special guest professional director Simone
Vause. It was so good to have a female
colleague working with us again.

In line with the new advisory rules that
were announced in The Woman Writer,
February 2014 issue, only four plays were
presented, one directed by our guest
director. Martin Phillips’ Festive Hostilities
was an unusual dualogue read by Carolyn
Pertwee and Samantha Parry. The comedy
came as mother-in-law and daughter-in-
law gossiped alternately about each other
on separate phone lines to friends.

The second play had been presented at an
earlier workshop and had been read
without its first act. Maria Vigar had re-
written her script Mama’s Day and with
further suggestions had been guided by
Simone Vause to restructure it to include a
narrative character. Taking part were
writers June Walker, Carolyn Pertwee and
actors Shane Chester, Samantha Parry,
Terry Perkins, Jenny Patrick,Hilary
Field and Peter Stenson. The most
compelling part of the story was the
dramatic confrontation between the
Mother Theo and her husband
regarding his infidelity. There was
some complimentary discussion
concerning the emotional ending.

After a lively lunch break when both
writers and actors exchanged opinions
and advice came the third of the day’s
offerings, Village Matters by Valerie
Dunmore. This was one of a series of
episodic stories of country life.
Although the play has a large cast, only
eight of the characters appeared in this

episode. There were tit-bits of scandal and
suggestions of horse nobbling, which left
our audience asking for more.

The last play in the workshop was Carolyn
Pertwee’s Life Changes. Carolyn and
Edmund Dehn played a married couple in
a tryst. The light-hearted start to the story
belied a deeply disturbing ending, which
resulted in a stunned silence from the
delighted audience. There followed a
discussion on the difficulties of marketing
a short drama, however high its standard.

Sadly, this was our last meeting at the
Helios Centre. Please note the new venue
below for the next workshop.

NEXT DRAMA WORKSHOP
The next Drama Workshop will be at 11am
on the 26th April at our new venue: 
The Reference Library Leicester Square,
35 St Martin’s Street, 
London WC2H 7HP

Please note it is in St Martin’s Street not
Lane. The Librarian is Rossella Black.

Martin Cort 
Valerie Dunmore  
Benita Cullingford

Above: Members enjoy an entertaining workshop in
March at the Helios Centre.
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SOCIETY OF WOMEN WRITERS & JOURNALISTS

120th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
14th October

We will be meeting at the Journalists’ Church,
St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street

at 11.30am for a special service with readings by 
Baroness Williams of Crosby

Libby Purves
This will be followed by a Celebratory Luncheon

at 1.00pm 
at The Stationers’ Hall, Ave Maria Lane,

London EC4M 7DD
Guest Speaker: Ann Widdecombe

The Society of Women Writers & Journalists
120th Celebrations 14th October 2014

TICKET APPLICATION

Name: ........................................................................ Membership No: .............

Address: .............................................................................................................

......................................................................... Postcode: ................................

No. of tickets @ £40: ..........................  Cheque amount: ...................................

Name of guest(s): ..............................................................................................

Any dietary requests: ..........................................................................................

I am unable to attend but would like to make a donation: £................................
BOOKINGS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 14TH SEPTEMBER: There will be no
refunds after this date. Please send completed form, together with cheque
made payable to SWWJ to: Benita Cullingford, 5 Cunningham Avenue, St Al-
bans, Herts AL1 1JJ.
NB: Members will need a ticket to attend the Luncheon. Please enclose SAE.

(Please feel free to photocopy this application form instead of cutting your WW.)
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Winning story

Like so many such things, it was a tedious
and complex business: the form ran to 29
pages and a virtually book-sized pack of
guidelines and instructions accompanied
it. So he had laboured long and hard over
the application. It would, he was told, get
him a grant that would make all the
difference to his somewhat frugal life.
Many questions demanded that he look
things up, what was his national insurance
number for goodness sake? He could
never remember such things, or the many
passwords that a computer-driven life
seemed to demand for that matter. His
computer might be old, but everything new
he did on it seemed to demand a new
password, and he was always prompted to
make it ‘strong’, ideally including numerals
or words that made no sense. How could
he remember, say, Flumuxy263 or
274Jobodd? Maybe he should select
something funny; he remembered the
story of the man who, asked for an eight
character password, selected Snow White
and the seven dwarfs, but imagine typing
that in every time. Urrgh, no. 

Some of the form wasn’t clear, it was full of
typical government ambiguity and
gobbledegook, and he had spent a long
time on the phone to clarify matters. Well
actually he had spent about two minutes
on the phone clarifying matters, but getting
through, now that had taken time, great
long dollops of time and not pleasantly
spent either. The first number listed on the
form simply referred him to another. The
second had three separate levels of push-
this-push-that options, and it took half an
hour to get through it; then he was cut off –
twice that happened. Third time lucky, but
the total time it all took was lengthy, also
involving much mandatory listening to
music – the musical equivalent of reading
War and Peace it seemed – as well as

option pushing. And he longed for a return
to the days when  Greensleeves was the
music of choice. This line favoured some
screeching pop. In the end they were quite
helpful, clarified what their labyrinthine and
inadequate description made it necessary
to check, and he completed the details
and sent off the application, posting it
recorded delivery, on a Thursday.

The phone horror repeated as he chased it
up regularly with the Department, being
told simply that ‘he had to allow more
time’. Weeks passed. Nothing happened.
No reply, not even an acknowledgement.
Finally he phoned one more time and
demanded to speak to a supervisor. He
demanded an explanation. He demanded
to know what was going on. And he must
have demanded politely because he
actually got through to someone: a real
live person, though he would not give his
name and his supervisory status was thus
questionable.

The office was as bright and cheerful as
grey metal government-issue desks and
furniture and pale grey paint can make it.
In other words, it was about as dreary as a
railway station waiting room closed down
long ago by Dr Beeching. There was (isn’t
there always in such offices?) a solitary
rubber plant, though it had clearly not
been watered for a while and drooped as 
if dejected and on the edge of extinction.

A Peaceful Life
by Patrick Forsyth, winner of the 

2013 John Walter Cup Competition
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Several people were in evidence, one
reading a newspaper sat next to two
women chatting and eating sandwiches. A
second man was sitting at one of the
desks playing a computer game. 

It was a peaceful scene, then the
telephone rang on Norman’s desk.

He let it ring several times while he parked
the spaceship with which he was busy
combating invading aliens, then, his peace
interrupted, he grudgingly picked
up,answering with a terse ‘yes’. He
listened for a few moments, raising an
eyebrow at his colleagues that seemed to
say ‘Why don’t they just leave us in
peace?’ then replied.

‘Well, your form is here somewhere I’m
sure, but you need to appreciate how
things work. We just can’t be doing with
getting everything done instantly, you
know, if we were that efficient we would
certainly be in line for cuts. I might lose my
job, and besides it would do you no good
at all, you would be checking up on half a
department in no time, and calls would
take even longer to be answered. Anyway,
the fact is that even with endless cups of
tea, computer games and surfing the
internet – that Barry is brilliant at that, even
if he is in danger of going blind – things
here are still getting done, well, too fast.

‘Hang on. Bear with me, here’s the thing:
to make things right, we set up the Losing
Things Department to put a bit of a delay
on matters. We got extra funding for it too,
not so much, but sufficient for several
additional people, a range of filing cabinets
and a job lot of cobwebs. The place looks
like a genuine old fashioned archive. 

‘The idea was that we would have two
departments, the Losing Things one and a
Finding Things one, working pretty much
in parallel, but funding sort of dried up in
the credit crunch, the Finding Things
Department was delayed, still is, and, well,
to be honest there is now something of a
backlog. Currently the Losing Things

Department is actually having to find
things as well as delay them and they are
not equipped for that, really they’re not,
they don’t have the resources, the people
or the training; or the nous if we are
truthful.

‘With hindsight it would obviously have
been better to set up the two departments
at the same time. Bad decision that, very
bad, virtually a disaster, I say. But there
you are, that’s how it is. So, apologies, I
am sure your application will come to light
soon, it is only eight weeks to date after all,
isn’t it? Yes, I suppose that is quite a long
time, but wait, there is some good news –
given the current situation a new
reorganisation is under way. Very soon a
new department will be up and running
and then things will be much, much better.
What’s that, you ask? Sorry, of course, it’s
the Lost Things Ombudsman Department.
Their remit will be to investigate things that
the Losing Things Department appears to
have lost for rather too long. That will be a
great help, certainly until the Finding
Things Department materialises, it may
even get our overall processing speed set
about right. Yes, it will be up and running
quite soon, very soon, the current plan is
to have it fully operational in 2016 … in
December. Dependent on funding, of
course, and staffing … and, well
realistically these thing do take time. 

‘Never mind, the progress of these
proposals is well advanced; once the
documents get out of the Losing Things
Department and onto the head of
administration’s desk, we will be on our
way, though actual implementation might
have to wait for the set up of the Finding
Things Department. Which might come
first is still uncertain. It’s just one busy
round here you know. 

‘But what about your application, you say?
Yes, well, let’s see, it might help if you sent

Continued on p20
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Winning story

a copy. Yes, of course, all 29 pages. Tell
you what, you could send it direct to the
Losing Things Department; that at least
would bypass the wait in here while we
decided to send it on to them. Once
you’ve done that, call us again in, say, six
weeks – no make it seven. I’ll be on
holiday then, but someone will speak to
you I’m sure, the Losing Things
Department is nothing if not efficient. 
One more thing, when you address the
duplicate make sure you quote the correct
reference, I’ll give you a TLA, that’s a
Things Lost Again reference number. Do
you have a pencil? Right, take it down
carefully, one wrong digit and it won’t 
even reach the Losing Things Department
and that won’t help at all now will it? At
best it might end up in the Now Past
Retrieving section and I have to admit that
they are always glacially slow. Anyway
here we go, careful now, there are 32
digits: ready … 2, 8 …’

Conscious that the call was going on and
on and disturbing his colleagues, he
moved his finger just a fraction.

Brrrrrrrr … he heard the dialling tone return
as he put the phone down.

‘Finished with the newspaper yet George, 
I seem to have inadvertently cut this guy
off. What a shame, still peace returns, eh.’

In a small living room somewhere in
Billericay it is far from peaceful: the sound
of a telephone thrown through glass and a
man’s scream is sufficiently loud to have a
neighbour several doors away dial 999. 

Patrick Forsyth is a consultant,
management trainer and writer. Author of
over 80 books, he runs Touchstone
Training & Consultancy, an independent
firm based in the UK.     

See more about him on his website:
www.patrickforysyth.com

Continued from page 19 Centenary Celebrations
by Sylvia Kent

Could it really be twenty years since
SWWJ members gathered on that sunny
May morning in 1994 at St Bride’s Church,
Fleet Street? The occasion was the
moving Service of Dedication marking one
hundred years of the Society’s existence.
Members and guests were later driven to
the Royal Great Western Hotel in
Paddington for lunch followed by the AGM
and Country Members’ Day. Our then
Honorary Life President Lady Elizabeth
Longford, President Nina Bawden and
Baroness Shirley Williams gave their
centenary talks before the presentations of
the coveted silverware to competition
winners. 

Chairman Mary Rensten – now vice
president – and her Council worked hard
to provide a continuous stream of
anniversary events throughout that unique
year.  What an action-packed 1994.

Below: Celebrating 100 years of the SWWJ from
left to right: Nina Bawden CBE, Mary Rensten,
Lady Elizabeth Longford and Baroness Williams
of Crosby.
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Among the occasions was a glamorous
dinner at the Cafe Royal with notable
speakers, an evening reception at the
House of Lords, a Literacy Seminar at the
New Cavendish Club, Weekend School at
Newnham College, Cambridge, a
Centenary Luncheon in Manchester and
other gatherings packed with well-known
writers, poets, film and theatrical
luminaries, topped off by a special
programme on BBC Radio’s Woman’s
Hour. 

Another event was the ‘christening’ of the
SWWJ bench donated by our
organisation. This still stands in St Paul’s
Churchyard at Covent Garden. 

As a memento of this once in a lifetime
occasion, Vice Presidents Jean Bowden
and Joan Livermore created an historical
booklet, a copy of which was presented to
every Society member.  Yes, 
that really was the year – 
that was! 

Below: The Woman Writer has
come a long way since the SWWJ’s
Centenary in 1994.

Pictured top: MP Edwina
Currie (left) and Mary Rensten

proudly display the SWWJ
shield; SWWJ has been

supporting women writers 
and journalists since 1894.

Second: Lyons Bakeries
presented the SWWJ with a
beautiful celebratory cake.

Right: Baroness Shirley
Williams.    

Below: Kate Adie (left) and Stephanie Cole (right) mingling at 
the Centenary celebrations in 1994.
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Bullet-proof queries
by Mari Nicholson

Well, they might not be bullet-proof, but if
you put them into practice you’ll have less
chance of a rejection landing in your
inbox. (I nearly said ‘landing on your door-
mat’ there, but no one would still be using
snail mail, would they?)

First of all, acknowledge that it’s easier for
an editor to say ‘no’ to an article than to
say ‘yes’. Firing off a rejection letter takes
less time and means less risk; most editors
have a fear of commitment! Give them the
slightest hint that your story might not be
what they want and bang! It’s in the bin.

So, here are just a few tips to make sure
your idea matches the magazine’s needs.

1. Make sure your idea hasn’t just been
done. I know it’s been said over and over
again, but you must read up-to-date issues
if you are to keep abreast of what has
gone before. A sure path to rejection is to
pitch an idea that is essentially the same
as something that’s just been printed.
Even worse, it marks you in the editor’s
eyes as someone who doesn’t study the
magazine before submitting a query.
Unlike a few years back, it’s now possible
to browse recent issues of magazines on
the web, which saves time standing in the
newsagents thumbing through the
magazines while keeping an eye peeled
for the manager, then propping them up
on the shelves and writing down the
editor’s name. Which segues into:

2. Get the editor’s name right – or forget
it. You can’t rely on your old list of editors,
the Writer’s Handbook or Writers & Artists.
Telephone the switchboard and ask, or try
and find it on the web. Nothing will
convince an editor that you can’t be relied
upon to do good research than to have
you mis-spell or misname her/him.  If in

doubt about which editor to address, pick
the highest name on the masthead that
doesn’t have a corporate title (I find that
queries addressed to the Assistant Editor
usually get an answer).

3. Keep your query brief. When I was
first starting out, a very helpful assistant
editor from SHE Magazine took the trouble
to ring and tell me that if I couldn’t get my
idea into at least two sentences then not to
bother sending any more queries in! It hurt
at the time but I’ve never forgotten the
advice. I don’t often manage to get it into
two sentences, but I am improving!  Nor
should anything distract from your query,
no extraneous matter, no multicoloured,
multifont presentations, and no fancy 
layouts.

4. Ignore the details. Don’t even think
about the length of the piece, the deadline
or the factfile.  If the editor likes the idea
she’ll fill you in on the details. Mention that
you can supply a sidebar and photos,
maps or illustrations, but that’s all.

And finally, think of your query letter as a
job interview. Would you show up for an
interview without being prepared, without
knowing the interviewer’s name or what
the company does? Of course you
wouldn’t. So, don’t let your ideas get the
brush off. Give them the best possible
chance to get past the editor’s defences.
That way they’ll get onto her/his pages.
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Top and above: A fine memorial to those who
died in the Bethnal Green tube station shelter
disaster in March 1943.  

A ‘Monumental’ success
by Jenny Smith-Spark

I recently took part in a very different
writing project. Sandra Scotting, the
Stairway to Heaven Trust Secretary, asked
me to help her with the new Memorial to
those caught up in the Bethnal Green tube
station shelter disaster of March 1943. This
cost the lives of 84 women, 62 children
and 27 men who were crushed 
on the crowded, confined stairway while
seeking refuge from East London
bombing. Someone tripped in the dark 
on a wet lower step and all those above
had fallen in a trapped mass on top of 
one another.

The task was sobering yet also an uplifting
tribute to the local people involved.
Families sent in long, heartfelt accounts
but the fine white plinth designed by
architect Harry Paticus could only hold 17
commemorative plaques. These in turn
could only contain about 70 words each.
This created a real challenge in selecting
and writing up the stories! We aimed for a
balance between victims, survivors and
rescuers and turned the donated accounts
into third person narratives while striving to
keep their immediacy. We took care to
establish facts, to omit unwise undertones
and to check spelling and punctuation
closely. Our work would be irrevocably
cast by fabricator Paulus and in constant
public view.

The final selection agreed by the Memorial
Committee was a longer plaque relating
the events of that dreadful evening, a
plaque to the heroic rescuers who spent a
harrowing night pulling out the dead and
the living, and sixteen compelling personal
stories of wrecked families. Harry laid out a
full scale plan of the plinth in Bethnal
Green Library so that we could discuss the
placing of the plaques in relation to each
other. The Register of the victims would be
alphabetically in family groups with their

ages by their names, a sad reminder of
grandparents, daughters and grand-
children all entering the underground
shelter together. 

In the wartime lockdown on information,
Bethnal Green residents were forbidden to
talk about this ‘civilian’ disaster. The next
day, the station shelter approach looked
as if nothing had happened. Now, seventy
years later, the Memorial stands in the
Library Gardens as a tribute to loss and to
bravery.  It draws the community together
in reading and sharing the stories, when
commuters and families go through the
park. The Library has produced audio
packs, local pupils care for the plaques of
those who went to their schools and social
events are regularly organised to raise the
£77,000 still needed to complete the
Memorial. I feel privileged to have played 
a writing part in this successful
commemoration of local history.



24             April 2014  The Woman Writer

Around the regions

News from Moonraker 
Country
by Dee La Vardera 

I recently received my PLR statement
2012/13, which told me that Survivor of
the Long March had been borrowed
2,425 times. For my 50% share, I
received £75, which is great although a
far cry from the top five most borrowed
authors – James Patterson, Daisy
Meadows, Julia Donaldson, Francesca
Simon and Jacqueline Wilson, who are
among the 200 top authors who receive
the maximum payment threshold of
£6,600.

It’s wonderful to know that people still
visit libraries and that there are a large
number still open. Fortunately in
Wiltshire, no libraries have shut although
hours have been reduced in most and
volunteers have replaced some paid staff.
I went to visit the library in Lyneham &
Bradenstoke (pop 5400), which is
housed in the 1920 Memorial Hall.  It is
run by a rota of 28 volunteers who

manage to keep it open six days a week –
either for a morning or an afternoon and
early evening. 

It’s a delightful place full of light and
colourful displays and even manages to
run activities for small children in what is
quite a tiny space after you’ve put in
shelves, tables, seating, a computer, and
self-service machines. Best of all for me,
though, were the fascinating reminders of
the village’s past – the WW1 memorial
tablet on one wall and opposite, salvaged
from someone’s garage, a lovely mid-
18th-century Table of Tolls showing
charges for Lyneham Green Gate such as
‘For every Horse, Mule or other Beast
drawing any kind of carriage or vehicle
4½d’. At least there’s still free passage to
getting a good book to read in 2014. 

Don’t miss out! New books must be
registered for PLR by 30th June 2014 to
qualify for payment in February 2015 for
UK PLR and December 2014 for Irish
PLR. www.plr.uk.com

Report on the Southern
Regional Meeting
by Joan Moules and Pauline Hill

The session began with Joan Moules and
Pauline Hill welcoming members to the
18th meeting of the Southern Regional
group of the SWWJ in Chichester on
March 21st.  

The main event of the morning was Eve
Phillips interviewing Roberta (Robbie)
Grieve. Michael Parkinson eat your heart
out. These two novelists gave us a brilliant
insight into many aspects of a writer’s life.
Eve started by asking Robbie how her
writing career began and they were away.

Robbie revealed that her dad was a writer
and her mum put on pantomimes so she
was involved in the world of writing and
acting from a young age.  ‘As a child I
would walk down the road weaving a story
in my head and talking aloud to each of
my characters,’ she said. People used to
say to my mother, ‘You want to watch that
girl of yours, talking to herself or she’ll end
up in the loony bin.’ 

Robbie’s first job was as a nursing
assistant – her second as a reporter on a
local paper. Here she graduated from
doing reports of local clubs to writing
features, especially historical ones. She
spent the next twenty years as a librarian
and wrote in her lunch breaks. In 1998 she
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to publication.  

June went on to talk about the huge
changes in publishing in recent years and
the pros and cons of traditional publishing
versus e-books, saying that there was
room for both. She also told us that
novellas were very popular as e-books and
that she was in the process of writing a
series herself. They will be published
online under the name of Nancy Hamilton.
For those of us who still prefer ‘proper’
books, June assured us that she will still
be writing her yearly saga for Headline. 

June was warmly thanked for her inspiring
talk by Margaret Mounsdon. 

Roberta Grieve’s latest book is Divided
Loyalty.

Eve Phillips’ latest book is Feet on the
Ground.

June Tate’s latest book is Games Lovers
Play.

sold a short story to the magazine Take A
Break. She continued with short stories and
articles but was determined to write a novel.
Her first published one, Abigail’s Secret, was
about the fifth one she wrote, she told Eve. 

Being a runner-up in the first Harry Bowling
competition encouraged her to keep at it,
she said. Most of her books are set in the
more distant past; Victorian and Edwardian
are periods she loves writing about, as well
as the First and Second World War.  

It was an interesting and entertaining hour.
Eve proved yet again what a good
interviewer she is, leading her interviewee
gently into revealing her methods from the
birth of the idea for a book to the day of
publication. There were many laughs along
the way as Robbie talked about her family
and friends and how she researches her
books. The joy of writing bubbled from both
participants, who gave the rest of us such a
brilliant interview. 

After lunch the speaker was saga writer June
Tate, whose opening statement set the scene
for a fascinating talk about her life before
embarking on writing. ‘I was not a born
writer. From the age of five I wanted to be a
hairdresser,’ she said.

June then went on to tell the audience how
she became a hairdresser on the Queen
Mary and of the many fascinating people she
met during her career. In the days before
flying across the Atlantic became
commonplace, all the ‘best people’ travelled
by liner, including the stars of the silver
screen. Among the people she met were
Joan Fontaine, star of ‘Rebecca’, and
Zachary Scott, always typecast as a baddie.

Her writing career started on retirement
when her daughter persuaded her to sign up
for a creative writing course. Like many of us
she started off with short stories but she
wanted to broaden her horizons and write a
novel. After a venture into Mills and Boon
territory, June sent off her first saga to an
agency and was fortunate to gain some
useful advice which put her on the right path

Above: Members of the Southern Region SWWJ
enjoyed a lively meeting.      

Dorset/Hants/Wilts Regional
Meeting
The next Dorset/Wilts/Hants regional
meeting is on 15th May 2014. Members
can contact Tracey Baines for details on
email tracyfbaines@aol.com or mobile
07917 652049.
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Overseas news

From little acorns
by Susan Elkin

New overseas member Helen Aurelius-
Haddock, who is registered as disabled,
moved to the Poitu-Charentes region of
France in 2004 with the help of her brother-
in-law.

‘He suggested that I keep a video diary of
my daily exploits and pitch it as a TV
programme,’ says Helen. ‘Sadly he was
unaware of my severe short-
comings on the “techno” front, but I liked
the idea of sharing my story and decided
to write a blog, which I eventually started in
2008.’

Helen called her blog Haddock I The
Kitchen as it was about food and she
describes herself as ‘an avid foodie’.  

Soon she was also writing for a food
magazine called Flavour, a series of pieces
entitled Retro Chefs encapsulating the
work and writings of near forgotten cooks
and cookery writers, using her collection of
old cookery books as her main resource.
For the same title she interviewed
Masterchef winner Mat Follas, writer
Josceline Dimbleby and her personal
heroine, Clarissa Dickson Wright.

Then came articles about living in France
for Daily Telegraph, French Property News,
Green Living and a number of local
English language magazines and
newspapers. ‘I  offered advice on a range
of issues affecting expats who had taken
the plunge to move to a new 
country – healthcare, property,
administrative issues, disputes with
neighbours, schools, and of course
learning the language,’ explains Helen. 

Although she has ongoing health issues
and days when she finds work difficult,
Helen is now writing a novel based on her
experience in France. ‘Perhaps I am
playing safe by "writing what I know" but
for a first attempt I think it’s wise. It won’t
be all sunflowers and wine festivals

though,’ Helen says, adding that her book
will explore the themes of loneliness and
isolation – two strong negative forces that
very often force newcomers to France to
uproot and return to the UK.

So just how lonely is it living in France?
‘Despite living in a rural area, I am very
fortunate to have access to a good writing 
community,’ declares Helen. ‘My friend
Alison Morton has recently published the
second novel in her Roma Nova series
(Perfidas), Susie Kelly and Karen Wheeler
are both writers based near me, and we
keep in touch via social networking.  I also
have friends who run an excellent writing
school, The Circle of Misse, and I am in
touch with a local writers’ group that
includes a number of published authors. I
am also a very active member on the
Survive France Network run by fellow
journalist Catharine Higginson.’

Last year Helen visited China. ‘It took a
mountain of faith, gritted teeth and, of
course, my iron will actually to get up onto
the Great Wall,  but it means a great deal
to me to have done so!’ she says. 

Above: Overseas member Helen Aurelius-
Haddock lives in the Poitu-Charentes region of
France.
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MARKETS
from Jean Morris
When sending to magazines it is strongly
advised that you familiarise yourself with
each magazine’s output and check their
website for guidelines. UK magazine
markets that pay are becoming more and
more difficult to find. Do you know of any
that you would like to share with SWWJ
members?  

Singletrack Magazine covers mountain
biking, is read by 30-50 year old bikers
and welcomes submissions of stories and
pictures. Before doing anything rash, if
you have an idea or a story, please contact
the editorial department (details below).

Details: Singletrack Magazine, Lockside
Mill, Dale Street, Todmorden, Lancs OL14
5PX.
Tel: 01706 814249
Email: editorial@singletrackworld.com
Website:
www.singletrackworld.com/contact-us/

Tropical Habitat has a fantastic and very
experienced team of contributors, aimed at
providing you with most useful, accurate
and trusted information. If you have
experience in marine fishkeeping and
would like to contribute content (either
written work or images), then please
contact us to discuss it further.  

Details: Fish Junkies Ltd, Alison Business
Centre, 40 Alison Crescent, Sheffield S2
1AS. 
Tel: 0844 6932979 (UK only);

+44 (0)114 2835910 (overseas) 
Website:
www.tropicalhabitat.co.uk/contact

Country Smallholding –  much of the
magazine is written by outside
contributors, many of them regulars.
Articles for consideration are welcomed.
They take good care of material submitted,
but cannot take responsibility for loss or
damage in the post or otherwise. If you are
sending hard copy, with no electronic
version available, then they should be
typed, with single line spacing, wide
margins (at least an inch), and single-
sided. Please do not fax them any
manuscripts. A stamped self-addressed
envelope for your material's return will be
appreciated. Text contained on a CD  is
welcome in addition to the manuscript. PC
or Macintosh discs are acceptable; they
work in Microsoft Word. If your word
processing software is not Word, please
include a copy of your text as a plain text
file. Your disc should bear your name and
address. Articles can be sent by email.
The same rules apply as for computer
discs.   

Photographs:  Where applicable, supply a
generous selection (of slides, or prints,
preferably glossy) in colour, from which we
can make our choice. Good photos make
or break many articles. Put your name and
address on every slide mount and print –
self-adhesive labels are ideal for this.
Number each photo clearly and attach or
provide a separate sheet of succinct
factual captions. (Please avoid writing on
the back of photos – particularly in felt tip;
a typed caption on a separate sheet is
better.) Digital photographs are becoming
more common but they do not always

Continued on p28
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reproduce well in magazines. It is
important that the digital photo is to a high
resolution – 300dpi for magazine use.
Some digital cameras have a ‘ fine’ setting
for high resolution. The alternative is to
have colour prints made from the digital
images. If you do have high quality digital
images, we can accept them on a CD or
DVD. If photographs are not your own,
please indicate to whom they should be
credited; be sure that reproduction has
been approved and that there are no
separate reproduction fees required.
Remember too that maps and charts can
add interest to an article, as well as
photographs. We buy full UK Rights, plus
the Rights to include the article on the
Country Smallholding website, unless
otherwise agreed.

Details: Simon McEwan, Editor, Country
Smallholding, Archant South West, Fair
Oak Close, Exeter Airport Business Park,
Clyst Honiton, near Exeter, Devon
EX52UL.                                                                                
Tel: 01392 888481 Fax: 01392 888499
Email: editorial.csh@archant.co.uk
Website:
www.countrysmallholding.com/write-for-
us-211802

Coast & Country Magazine is a 
bi-monthly East Devon magazine and
welcomes editorial for publication.
Speak to Nigel Jones.

Details: Prestige Media, Beech Royd, 6
Bennetts Hill, Sidmouth, Devon EX10
9XHT. 
Tel: 01395 512166 (Switchboard)
Nigel Jones Direct: 01395 513383
Email:  nigel@prestige-media.co.uk 
Website:
www.prestigemedia.co.uk/contact-us.htm

Craft Beautiful Magazine features
papercrafting, soft crafts and some

jewellery making. Content is
commissioned from freelancers and they
are happy to accept pitches. Payment
varies from £80 – £150 per commission.

Details: Editor Sarah Crosland.
Tel: 01206 505974 
Email: sarah@aceville.co.uk

Moneywise Magazine – the best monthly
letter and the best question for the experts
wins £50 in M&S vouchers. 

Details: Editor, Mark King, Letters,
Moneywise Publishing, Standon House, 21
Mansell Street, London E1 8AA.  
Email: letters@moneywise.co.uk or
advice@moneywise.co.uk
Website: www.moneywise.co.uk

Asda Magazine. Win a £50 Asda gift card
if your letter is printed. 

Details: Send cookery tips or dilemmas to:
Email: asda.editor@asdamagazine.co.uk

Woman’s Own Weekly invites readers to
‘Write to Carolyn’ either by email or letter.
Win £50 if your photo is featured.

Details: In Touch, Woman’s Own, Blue Fin
Building, 110 Southwark Street, London
SE1 0SU.
Email: womansown@ipcmedia.com

Continued from p27

Don t forget!

The editorial deadline for

the July 2014 issue is 

5th June 2014.

Late copy may be carried

over to the next issue.



My Mother-in-Law’s Son
by Josephine Chia
Published by: Ethos Books,
Singapore
Price: Not given
ISBN: 978-981-07-7998-6

Reviewed by Margaret
Mounsdon

If like me you do not know much about the
post war Singapore and its political
struggles during a vibrant transitional
period in its history, then you will find this
book a fascinating read.

Woven into the historical facts is a
poignant human drama that highlights one
woman’s forced subservience to her

Book reviews
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Red Room: New Short
Stories Inspired by the
Brontes
edited by A J Ashworth
Published by: Unthank
Books
Price: £9.99 (PB)
ISBN-13: 978-0-9572-8973-4
(Also available on Kindle.)

Reviewed by Wendy Hughes

This book of short stories is a celebration
by some of our well known short story
writers, inspired by the lives of the Bronte
sisters.  A percentage of the sales will raise
funds for the Bronte Birthplace Trust in
Thornton. The collection contains an
extremely useful section revealing what
inspired the author to write the story.  In
Jane Eyre the Red Room is well known as
the room where Aunt Reed locked up Jane
as a punishment and where Jane goes
hysterical. Between 120 pages there are
12 stories and one poem, by Simon
Armitage, which opens the collection.  It is
vivid, wild and chilling, setting the mood of
what is to come.

Alison Moore’s Stonecrop, inspired by a
line from Wuthering Heights, portrays a
timid young girl who turns out to be not as
innocent as the reader first believed. Tania
Hershman’s A Shower of Curates  takes
the first lines of all the Bronte novels and
creates a kind of diary entry written by an
unknown male, which made me want to
look back on the Bronte novels to see
where the lines came from and how they
had inspired the writer.  Sarah Dobbs’
Behind Closed Doors is a very brave
attempt to understand the emotion of
losing a parent at a young age.   It’s a
powerful reflection of a boy’s life with his
Dad, with Henry cutting up his mother’s
favourite book.  Zoe King’s My Dear
Miss..., written through a series of letters
between Jane Eyre and Emma

Continued on page 30

Woodhouse, is an attempt to match-make.
Ashton and Elaine written by David
Constantine depicts Ashton as a damaged
mute child, and the slow developing
relationship with Elaine and her family is
handled with compassion and a
wonderfully crafted moving scene when
Aston finally speaks. Carys Davies’ Bonnet
is packed with emotion and heart-breaking
to read, whilst Vanessa Gebbie’s Chapter
XXXVIII Conclusion is a rather flippant
ending to Jane Eyre. Felicity Skelton’s The
Curate’s Wife – A Fantasy was a delight to
read, along with Rowena Macdonald’s  A
Child of Pleasure, David Rose’s
Brontesaurus and Elizabeth Baines’ That
Turbulent Stillness, and finally I laughed
my way through Bill Broady’s Heathcliff
versus Sherlock Holmes.  There are
usually is one or two stories in a collection
that are not to one’s taste, not so with this
collection.  I enjoyed every single one and
would thoroughly recommend this book to
lovers of short stories or the work of the
Bronte sisters.  
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Please send all books
for review to:

Colleen McMath
54 Rokeby Gardens
Woodford Green
Essex
IG8 9HR

Continued from page 29

husband and her personal fight to liberate
herself and her children from the tyranny
of her all powerful mother-in-law, a cruel
and manipulative woman.

Against a vivid cultural backdrop, Swee
Gek experiences the emotional challenges
of a woman torn in many directions by the
social standards of the day and the peer
prejudice she experiences when she takes
an irrevocable decision about her
marriage.

In Swee Gek Josephine has created a
sympathetic heroine who longs to be free
of the constraints placed on her by a
selfish and unloving husband.

My Mother-In-Law’s Son is an engrossing
novel that I thoroughly enjoyed.

The Piano Player’s Son
by Lindsay Stanberry-Flynn
Published by: Cinnamon
Press
Price: £8.99
ISBN: 978-1-907090-93-6

Reviewed by Roberta Grieve

To an outsider, a family might seem close;
we think we know them. But what is
hidden below the surface? What secrets
do people hide? This is what Lindsay
Stanberry-Flynn explores in her second
novel, The Piano Player’s Son. 

The catalyst for the unburdening of a host
of secrets, repressed feelings and sibling

rivalries is the death of Henry, the piano
player of the title. While his wife Eva and
their four children – Isabel, Grace, George
and Rick – each mourn him in their
different ways, the stage is set for the
build-up of long-repressed tensions.
Perfect marriages are revealed to be less
than perfect, and secrets are unleashed,
leading to a storm that will devastate all
their lives. At the heart of it all is Henry’s
beloved piano – and who will inherit it.

Lindsay captures the emotions of her
characters perfectly, depicting that mixture
of love and hate that is common in many
families.

Will it all be resolved in the end? I got so
involved in the lives of these people that I
couldn’t wait to find out. At first I wasn’t
sure who the ‘son’ of the title referred to as
Henry had two of them.  You’ll have to read
the book to find out for yourself.

NEXT ISSUE
With the changes to Council and the
rescheduling of this year’s AGM,
additional items had to be added to
this issue of The Woman Writer at short
notice. In order to accommodate the
additional copy, it has been necessary
to hold some of the book reviews over
until the next issue.

If you were expecting your book to be
reviewed this month, or your review to
appear and it isn’t included, then I
apologise for the inevitable
disappointment. Reviews held over
and scheduled for July issue include:

Short Circuit, edited by Vanessa
Gebbie and reviewed by Jean Morris;
Holding On by Mel Morton and
reviewed by Margaret Mounsdon;
Smile Because It Happened by Patrick
Forsyth and reviewed by Susan Elkin;
and The Secret History of Southend-
on-Sea by Dee Gordon, reviewed by
Jim Reeve.                             Barbara
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2014

18th April: April issue of The Woman Writer published.

26th April: Drama Workshop, now held at The Reference Library 
Leicester Square, 35 St Martin’s Street, London WC2H 7HP.
(For details see page 16.)

12th May: Council Meeting, London.

31st May: Closing date for The Elizabeth Longford Poetry Competition. 
(For details, see pages 10 and 13 in the February issue of 
The Woman Writer.)

5th June: New copy date for July issue of The Woman Writer.

17th July: New date for 2014 AGM & light refreshments, The David 
Lloyd George Room, The National Liberal Club, Whitehall 
Place, London SW1A 2HE. (See page 12 for Application 
Form, and page 13 for the Agenda.)

25th July: July issue of The Woman Writer published.

4th August: New copy date for September issue of The Woman Writer.

15th September: September issue of The Woman Writer published.

15th September: Council Meeting, London.

13th October: New copy date for December issue of The Woman Writer.

14th October: There will be a special Celebratory Service to mark the 
120th birthday of the SWWJ, held at St Bride’s Church in 
Fleet Street, London, followed by lunch at the Stationers’ 
Hall. Details and an Application form on page 17.

10th November: Council Meeting, London.

1st December: December issue of The Woman Writer published.

8th December: SWWJ Christmas Tea. More details to follow.

Regional meetings take place at the advertised venues. Council meetings and workshops, etc, are
held at The Writers’ House, 13 Haydon Street, London EC3N 1DB.
Affiliated with The New Cavendish Club, 44 Great Cumberland Place, London W1H 8BS (Marble
Arch tube or bus). Telephone: 020 7723 0391.
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